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King Air A100
Fine-tuning the first stretched King Air
BY ROBERT A. SEARLES

BEECH HAS A LONG HISTORY of intro­

ducing successful derivatives of the
King Air, the world's most popu­
lar business twin turboprop. The
upgrades started only a few short
years after the venerable airplane
was introduced a half century ago.
While the King Air 200 has been the
mainstay of the Beech turboprop fleet
for decades, the King Air 100 was the
first stretched iteration of the origi­
nal King Air 90.

First flown in March 1969 and

initially delivered in August of that
year, the King Air 100 is powered
by the 680-shaft-horsepower Pratt
& Whitney PT6A-28, and features a
fuselage that is four feet, two inches
longer than the King Air 90's. It has
five circular main-cabin windows,

plus one oval window aft. The Model
100 utilized the tail, landing gear, larger rudder, and shorter
wings-with wing fences-of the Beech 99 airliner, as well as new
fuel, pressurization, and heating systems.

Eighty-nine King Air 100s were built before the design was
succeeded in 1971by the Model A100, which had a higher gross
weight of 11,500 pounds (900 pounds more than the Model 100)
and 96 gallons more fuel capacity, which increased range. The use
of four-blade, full-feathering, reversible, constant-speed Hartzell
propellers resulted in lower vibration and cabin noise levels, com­
pared to the three-blade props used on the Model 100.

Typically, A100s were configured to carry six to eight pas­
sengers, but the aircraft could accommodate up to 13passengers
in a high-density layout. A lavatory and 62-cubic-foot baggage
compartment were located aft. Standard avionics on the A100
were dual King Gold Crown, but some owners opted for Collins
radios. The A100 first flew in March 1970, and initial deliveries
took place in October 1971.

Like Beech had done with the King Air 90, the manufacturer
developed specialized versions of the A100, including models
designed for navaid inspection and calibration, and for aerial pho­
tography. The U.S.Army acquired several A100s, operating them
under the U-21F designation.

While numerous aftermarket companies have focused on

developing improvements for the King Air 90 and 200, some
providers also have developed A100 modifications. For exam­
ple, Raisbeck Engineering offers its Epic performance package,
which includes quiet turbofan propellers, dual aft body strakes,
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SPEC SHEET

Beech King Air A100

Engines I Two Pratt & Whitney PT6A-28s rated

at 680 shp each

Seats I up to 15 (Including two pilots)

Max takeoff weight I 11,500 Ib

Cruise speed I 235 kt

Takeoff distance I 2,060 ft

Range I 1,064 nm

Wingspan I 45 ft, 11in

Length I 39 ft, 11in

Height I 15 ft, 5 in

nacelle wing lockers, and fully enclosed high­
flotation landing gear doors. Another popular
mod for A100s is Frakes exhaust stacks, which

can increase airspeed by up to five knots.

A total of 157 A100s were built throu$h
1979.According to vref, AlOOprices range from
$360,000 for a 1972 model to $410,000 for a
1979 model. AOPA
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